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American system of education, | mean not one kind of schools exclusively, but all good schooling that has been
found valuable in our country. The American system of education means, first and foremost, the free common
school for all children, supported by public taxation, administered by experts who are chosen by the people (in
public education, as in government, the final court of appeal in this Republic); the free secondary, normal,
technical, and higher education, held as a matter of undoubted public right, to be exercised in every State
according to a high educational expediency, of which the people are the final judge, both elementary and
superior public schools being kept as near the people in their local capacity as is consistent with efficient
administration: even State supervision being confined to things that are general and essential, and national aid
invited only at the most critical points, with the sole purpose to stimulate local effort, with no assumption of
national supervision or control. Of course, public education, thus defined, has its general function in the
elementary training of mind, discipline of character, and imparting of common information which every wise
man knows are essential to the humblest citizen and the loftiest statesman alike. Of the six millions of American
children and youth actually in daily attendance and the ten millions loosely enrolled in public and the three
hundred thousand in private schools, nine-tenths will certainly turn their backs upon the school-house door as
early as the age of fourteen. The first and ever-present concern in the American system is to do the best thing
possible for...
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