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State Normal School at Chico was established by an Act of the Legislature in 1337. Before the location was
decided upon, a committee was sent north to visit the various places competing for the school. Marysville, Red
Bluff, and Chico were regarded as the three most desirable spots for its location. Chico seemed to be most
centrally located and to possess the most attractive and healthful surroundings. These advantages, combined
with the gifts of its citizens, secured the location of the school at Chico. General John Bidwell gave the State
eight acres of his best land, immediately adjoining the city of Chico, for the site, and the citizens gave $10,000 to
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and L. H. McIntosh. As soon as possible after the organization of the board, work was begun on the building.
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