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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Story of My First Invention Sometimes when | let
my mind wander back to the time | made my first invention, twenty-odd years ago, the circumstances
surrounding it seem like the memory of a vivid dream. How well | remember my varying moods of hope and
despair, the pleasure of expectation, and the bitterness of failure; my original idea of the soundness of my
beliefs, and at last the conviction of my erring judgment; the strong impression | held at first that the Legal
Aspect (the Patent) was the all-important factor, but which slowly died, to be replaced eventually by an
unalterable belief, which years of practical experience have confirmed, that | was wrong. My subsequent
business life - inventing, manufacturing, and selling - combined with my professional duties, proved to my
satisfaction that the Commercial Aspect, rather than the Patent, is of primary and greatest importance. | can
smile now and charge it off to experience, the kind of experience worth while, because dearly bought, and in
my case profited by, but, oh! how serious it was then. No one, unless he has been through a similar experience,
can realize the mental anguish | experienced when | came to a full appreciation of the fact that, instead of
being well started on the road to fortune, | had been wending my way along a blind alley which terminated in a
brick wall. | had spent every dollar of my money, and all | could borrow of my friends, and at the end had
nothing to show for it but two sheets of parchment paper tied with a blue ribbon, with a red seal...
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