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describes patients with similar therapy, nursing, and special care needs and has a corresponding payment rate.
The RUG classification system is hierarchical. The first distinction made is whether the patient has received ( or
is expected to receive ) at least 45 minutes a week of therapy ( see fig. 1 ). For these rehabilitation patients,
further divisions - into ultra high, very high, high, medium, and low therapy categories - are made based on the
total minutes and type of physical, occupational, and speech therapy provided over 7 days. Each of these
categories is defined by a range of therapy minutes and the type of therapy provided. For example, patients in
the very high category receive between 500 and 719 minutes of therapy over 7 days. Each category is further
subdivided into RUGs, based on a patients dependency in performing ADLs, such as eating, transferring from a
bed to a chair, or using the toilet. There are 14 rehabilitation RUGs, which account for three-fourths of
Medicare-covered stays. Page 5 GAO-02-841 SNF Responses to Payment System This item ships from multiple
locations. Your book may arrive from Roseburg,OR, La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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