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Summary: "Be prepared. You're going to love it."Brian Selznick "Aaron's work makes me feel ten years old
again. "Lane Smith "Outrageous and wonderful!"Jeff Smith At first glance, this graphic novel looks like a
mishmash of time-honored seafaring fantasy-adventure tropes: ancient curses with vague hints of Atlantis and
a lost treasure; pirates more loveable than rascally pitted against greedy starched-shirt colonial naval types;
and of course the outwardly meek but plucky-under-fire boy hero. But while Renier certainly hits all of those
notes, he isn't content to simply let the story coast once under waywhich takes only a panel or two to get
cracking. Instead, he keeps throwing newer and neater elements into the fray. The excitement centers around a
cursed skull stolen from the lair of two deep-sea crustacean witches. Like all who look upon the skull, Walker's
beloved Grandpa falls deathly ill when he finds it, and the boy sets out to return the skull from whence it came.
In two of the more impressively clever feats, the inventive lad turns a pirate ship into a proto-all-terrain vehicle
and uses an enormous blank canvas to recreate the night sky, subverting the navigational course of the ship.
The generous page size lets readers dive into Renier's quavery and painstakingly detailed cartooning, and he
really shows off his stuff with a bounty of full-splash dazzlers. Though a smidge light on characterization, this
comic really is just about everything you want from a rip-roaring adventure: exciting, deep, funny, and scary,
with tremendous villains and valor galore. -- Booklist, Starred Review Anyone who has said that pirates are an
overused motif in youth literature has not yet met Walker Bean. Legends of Atlantis, merwitches and pirates
aboundin...
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