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Vintage Canada, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Vintage Canada 2007 New/ From The Washington
PostMillions of Iranian women were sidelined by Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution, but few fought back the way
Shirin Ebadi did. She had become Iran's foremost woman jurist by the 1970s, but Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini's theocracy stripped her of her judge in 1980. Her steely tenacity enabled her to take on a new role as
a human rights lawyer battling for justice in Iran's revolutionary courts -- a fight that won her the 2003 Nobel
Peace Prize and brought her face to face with the terror her clients confronted. In the fall of 2000, as she studied
a dossier about the premeditated killings of dissidents that was made available after a judicial investigation, her
gaze fell on a chilling sentence: "The next person to be killed is Shirin Ebadi." Her new memoir, Iran Awakening,
is a riveting account of a brave, lonely struggle to take Islamist jurists to task for betraying the promises of their
own revolution. Life was supposed to improve for Iranians after the despotic rule of the U.S.-backed shah. But
rather than protect its citizens, the new government set upon a cruel track. Ebadi's tale is told from the
perspective of an ordinary mother and an extraordinary lawyer determined, despite the ruthless reign of the
ayatollahs, to do what is right. In her dealings with the grim and arbitrary judicial machinery in Islamist Iran,
Ebadi demonstrates that her own patriotism is beyond reproach. She faces her foes with cunning and the quiet
calculation of a superb chess player. The resulting (written with the help of Azadeh Moaveni, a Time magazine
correspondent) sometimes reads like a police thriller, its drama heightened by Ebadi's determination to keep up
the quotidian aspects of her family life. She...
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