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There's always a Martin. One Martin. Martin Boyle already has plenty to worry about. His germaphobic mother
keeps him home from school if she hears so much as a sneeze, and his father is always off somewhere
reenacting old war battles. Julia, the most beautiful girl in school, won't even speak to Martin, and the gym
teacher is officially out to get him. Which is why Martin really doesn't need this curse hanging over his head. On
a trip to the family cemetery, Martin wanders among the tombstones of his ancestors and discovers a
disturbing pattern: when one Martin is born, the previous Martin dies. And---just his luck---Martin's aunt is about
to give birth to a baby boy, who will, according to tradition, be named Martin. Martin must find a way to break
the curse, but every clue seems to lead to a dead end. And time is running out.Editorial ReviewsReviewGr 5-7--
Martin Boyle was 'born dead, his lifeless body placed on his mother. Suddenly the baby moves. From that
moment on, his mother does everything in her power to protect him from anything that could possibly harm
him. In fact, she crosses over into paranoia and obsessive behavior. Martin's friend Charley is used to him
getting on the bus each day with his portable air bag strapped to his chest and his mother running to school to
check on his safety. During an annual trip to visit the old family cemetery, the boy realizes a strange correlation
among the Martins in the family. It is tradition that the first boy be named Martin, but each time a new Martin is
born, the old one must die....
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