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illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: . . . the valley smiles peacefully as before with a smile which strikes one as somewhat
inane under such serious circumstances, and the woods still maintain that air of innocence which is beginning
to arouse suspicion; and the pom-pom goes on perseveringly pumping lead at us, and hitting no one. For a
time it is thrillingly exciting, every one speculates and watches for the flash, which in the dusk can be easily
seen. But it is broad daylight now, all we can do is to search the dry river-bed and woods, with shrapnel planted
carefully about in likely places on the chance of finding what we want. At first this is of absorbing interest and
the heart leaps at every bo-o-o-om; but the heart cant go on leaping all day long, and as it is 2 p. m. the
stomach is beginning to press its claims, and the captain in charge of our pom-pom invites me to share his tiny
tin of brawn which, with biscuits, swells us out to comfortable proportions. He is rather jealous of his talkative
opponent on the opposite hill, and wishes he might have a chance. He is young, and believes in himself and his
pom-pom. Later on in the war some men grew sceptical as to their usefulness. One oFicer in charge of a
section of pom-poms was very disconsolate. I asked him how he had been getting on, and he said, Padre, Im
broken-hearted. For the last six months Ive trotted...
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