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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Christianity, Vol. 2 Nor was this all; certain tombs
were falsely given out for the sepulchres of saints and confessors. The list of the saints was augmented by
fictitious names, and even robbers were converted into martyrs. Some buried the bones of dead men in certain
retired places, and then aDirmed that they were divinely admonished, by a dream, that the body of some friend
of God lay there. Many, especially of the monks, travelled through the diDerent provinces; and not only sold,
with most frontless impudence, their fictitious relics, but also deceived the eyes of the multitude with ludicrous
combats with evil spirits or genii. A whole volume would be requisite to contain an enumeration of the various
frauds which artful knaves practised, with success, to delude the ignorant, when true religion was almost
entirely superseded by horrid superstition (p. 98). When to all these weapons we add the forgeries everywhere
circulated (see ante, pp. 240 - 243), we can understand how rapidly Christianity spread, and how the faithful
were rendered pliable to those whose interests lay in deceiving them. During this century flourished some of the
greatest fathers of the Church, pre-eminent among whom we note Ambrose, of Milan, Augustine, of Hippo, and
the great ecclesiastical doctor, Jerome. Already, in this century, we find clear traces of the supremacy of the
bishop of Rome, and when a new pontiff was to be elected by the suffrages of the presbyters and the people, the
city of Rome was generally agitated with dissensions, tumults, and cabals, whose consequences were oJen
deplorable and fatal (p. 94). By a decree of the Council of Constantinople, the bishop...
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