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Republic of China, had been completely transformed by reforms, straying far from their socialist roots. While
the PRC would manage to weather the decade of reform, in December 1991 the USSR was officially dissolved,
having collapsed under internal pressures. The key focus of this essay is to provide possible explanations for
why the Soviet Union fell apart and the PRC did not. Both countries had been founded under Marxist-Leninist
principles, and the Soviet Union was arguably Mao s primary inspiration for the establishment and
organization of the PRC. While a great many differences existed between the PRC and the USSR, the
simultaneous attempts at market reform in the two countries demand an explanation for their outcomes. No
definitive answer or explanation may be possible, and the numerous differences between the PRC and the USSR,
among them differences in history, culture, leadership and method, all contributed to steering the countries
towards different conclusions. This paper explores some of the larger, more important distinctions that were
central to forming the divergent paths of each country. 32 pp. Englisch.
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