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J. Tilden: Before the Democratic State Convention at Albany, March 11, 1868 So much for this miserable muddle
of reconstruction. How can a Congress satisfy the people which cannot satisfy itself; that has never been able to
keep upon one course for six months; that condemns and shames itself by constant change, repeal, and
amendments? TariIs And Taxes. Their action upon tariIs and business interests has been equally blundering,
inconsistent, and imbecile. It keeps our merchants and manufacturers in a condition of uncertainty, and all
agree that a perpetual Congress is a perpetual curse. Within the past few years it has made nearly monthly
changes in the tariIs. It hinders labor and enterprise by heavy burdens, and hunts down our merchants and
manufacturers with an army of oIicial spies and informers; and it gives these the power to ruin men of limited
means by false charges. It puts our Government not only in a light that is hateful, but what is more dangerous,
it makes it pitiable. If our young men wish to engage in business or to seek homes in the West, and they ask
from those who have money to lend the aid which has heretofore been given for those purposes, they are told
that the Government, which ought to be paternal, will pay a higher interest than the law will let the citizens give
or than they can aIord to give, and, also, beyond this, will exempt them from taxation. Congress paralyzes, in
this way, the industry of the land. Whichever way you look you see that the party in power is a blight upon...
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