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Apparatus for the Generation and Application of High Frequency Currents, Apparatus for the Therapeutic
Application of Light Energy With the majority of experimenters the first Roentgen pictures displayed concealed
metallic objects and the outline of the human hand. They were all equally faulty, indistinct and deficient in
clearness of contour. The X-Rays, in these earlier experiences, emanated from different points, mainly from the
glass walls of the tube upon which the cathode rays were impinging. Under such conditions the extensive use of
X-Rays by physicians for therapeutic purposes was out of the question. Then Roentgen himself or his associate
Zehnder supplemented his first discoveries by an additional communication. In paragraph 20 of this
communication published in the proceedings of the Physico-Medical Society of Wurzburg he announced that he
was then using a discharging apparatus (X-Ray tube) in which a concave aluminum mirror served as a cathode
and a platinum disc as an anode. If it had not been possible by such means to produce a central projection the
general use of X-Rays for the inspection of the thorax and pelvis might have been impossible. From this
moment, with the discovery of the so-called focus tube, the Roentgen system may be said to have begun. In
order to understand the first as well as the subsequent stages of the evolution of this question we must
understand with clearness the conditions under which this system can be of service. The Roentgen technique is
a technique which belongs to the domain of physics, and must refer back to that foundation at every step in its
progress. Consequently it differs materially from the electro-technique...
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